
Manifold Records (Vince Harr igan,  2000-2001)  

  

Interview With Kevin Wienke,  Co-Founder of Al luvial  Recordings  

  

Introduction  

Kevin Wienke and a partner  created Al luvial  Record ings to re lease mater ia l by art is ts  they enjoyed,  on a 

var iety  of  formats, v inyl ,  cd and cdr.    Weinke is  t ra ined in archeology, and the inf luence is  undeniab le in 

the earthy,  natura l sounding mater ia l he has produced. Jeph Jerman scrapes stones together,  Seth Nehi l  

harnesses the wind and mud, Tida l  unleashes dark forces of  n ightwater  on "Four  Rivers",  and so on.  The 

label reads l ike the loud pronouncements of  a normal ly  s i lent  earth.     Future re leases include a doub le 

compact  d isc re lease by the ever enigmat ic  John Hudak t i t led "Reinterpretat ions",  and certainly  more 

art i facts f rom the A l luv ia l Recordings label  wi l l  be unearthed as t ime passes. 

  

Q: What is an Al luvial  formation in geological  terms?   

Al luv ia l processes occur  when water moves sediment .  Genera l ly  these processes are what  shape r ivers and 

st reams and the ir  banks. The depos its  are ca l led al luv ium. A bui ld up of  these sediments is  ca l led an 

al luv ia l  fan.  

  

Q: What is an Al luvial  formation in terms of your label  and i ts music?   

I  was k ind of  ty ing together a couple of  loose ideas when I  can up with the name. About  four years ago,  

r ight before the creat ion of the label,  I  was work ing on an archaeolog ica l s i te in East Central  Iowa near the 

Cedar River.  We were excavat ing to a depth of  about  10 feet ,  which is  fa ir ly unusual.  We were af ter  a 

depos it  that  we knew ex isted there ca l led a "paleosol".  Th is depos it  is  usual ly bur ied very deep and is most  

not icable because of i ts dark,  peaty co lor .  I t 's  very r ich in nutr ients.  Any si tes f rom prehistor ic America ( ie.  

Paleo or Ear ly  Archaic Ind ian)  that ex ist  in that area of  the country are genera l ly found in these deposits.  

Say 8-11,000 years o ld.  So basica l ly ,  I  star ted th inking about  how much a l luv ia l deposits  have shaped the 

way the human beings choose where they 're go ing to l ive-  high ground, wel l  dra ined and near  water.  Game 

is near  water,  crops are eas ier  to cu lt ivate there,  etc.  These processes have bas ical ly def ined what  human 

nature can eas i ly  adapt  to on a large, thr iv ing sca le. No ci ty  here thr ives without  being on a major  waterway 

or ocean (except  for maybe Las Vegas, but  that 's  a di f ferent story! ) .  I  guess I  was searching for a word that 

t ied man to nature.  Few words descr ibe that  relat ionship as wel l  as th is  one does. Bes ides , I  l ike the word!  

  

Q: So the Al luvial  Recordings label  is a labor of love for you?   

Most def in i te ly.  Neither  Scot t  (co-founder) nor myself  make any sort  of  l iv ing f rom the label .  To be honest ,  

I 'd be surpr ised i f  we ever did!  I f  I  may be permit ted to pat  us on the back for a moment,  Scot t  and I  have 

very s imi lar  tastes in mus ic.  And I  think our taste  is rather  good. We rea l ly on ly  have two goals - release 

great mus ic,  keep i t  s imple and cheap. We're not  in terested in fol lowing any sort  of  t rends or be ing over ly 

pro l i f ic .  We choose things carefu l ly .  We've made a few technical  mistakes,  inexper ience, but we learn f rom 

them and overa l l  we' re p leased.  

  

Q: what wi l l  you be releasing in the future?   

Next  up is  a double cd f rom John Hudak. The t i t le is changing, but  "Reinterpretat ions" wi l l  be in the t i t le.  I t  

is an unreleased t rack f rom the t ime of  "Don't  Worry"  along with reinterpretat ions of i t  f rom John, Sukora,  

Le if  E lggren,  mbehrens, Er ic  Lanz i l lot ta,  Frans de Waard,  Peter Duimel inks,  Franc isco Lopez, Jason 

Lescal leet  and one other  ( tba).  Af ter  that ,  a cdr  f rom Br ian Hanson of Utah as "Brain",  another  Augur  cdr,  

Envy of  Winged Things" and a cdr  reissue of the excel lent GROSS tape f rom THU20,  "Nancy/ Het Arch ief ".  



After that ,  deta i ls  are sketchy,  but a Danie l Menche lp seems l ikely  and something else f rom John Hudak 

very poss ib le.  I 've a lso bugged Steve Brand of  Augur about a pro ject that  he and Jeph Jerman completed  

which b lew me away, but  we' l l  see. . . . .  

 


